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THE 

CARIJBRCHB M I TOW. 

MARCH, 1821. 

NULLI QUIDEM MIHI SATIS EKCJOITI VIDENTUR, QUIBUS 
NOSTRA IGNOTA SUNT. CiCEBO de Legibtu. 

THE TRIADS.— No. XVII. 



TRIADS OF THE ISLE OF BRITAIN*. 

lxxvi. The three Strong Crutched Ones of the Isle of Britain : 
Rhineri, the son of Tangwn ; and Tinwaed Vaglog [the Crutch- 
ed ;] and Pryderi, the son of Doler, of Deivr and Biynaich. 

[Triad xxi of the first series agrees with the above in one 
reading, excepting that Pryderi and Doler are called Pryder and 
Dolor ; hut in another reading the three are thus named : — Rhi- 
veri, Dinawc, and Pryder : and the Triad is not in the second se- 
ries. — The exploits, by which these cripples became distin- 
guished, so as to have their names recorded, are not known.] 

Lxxvir. The three Grave-slaughtering Ones of the Isle of 
Britain : Selyv, the son of Cynan Garwyn ; and Avaon, the son 
Taliesin ; and Gwallawg, the son of Llenawg : that is, they were 
called grave-slaughtering ones, for having av«nged their wrongs 
from their graves. 

[Triads lxv of the first and xxx of the second series agree 
with the above text. — But we are left in the dark as to what the 
wrongs therein mentioned were, or how they were avenged. The 
names of Avaon and Gwallawg have before appeared in former 
Triads f ; and the history of Selyv ab Cynan is not now known.] 

xjcxvui. The three Golden Cbrpses of the Isle of Britain: 
Madawg, the son of Brwyn ; Ceugant Beilliawg ; and Rhuvawn 
the Splendid, the son of Gwyddno Garanhir : that is, they were 
so called because their weight of gold was given for having 
them delivered from the hands of those who slew them. 

[Triad lxviii of the first series and xxxix of the second only 
record the names, without the explanation why they were so de- 

* Arch, of Wak«, vol. ii. pp. 60, f»I . Tr. 75 81. 

t 5«e No. IS, pp. 242 and 244. 
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nominated : and in the first series the second name is Ceugan, or 
Cyngain, Peilliawt. — The histories of Madawg and Ceugant are 
lost ; and the name of Rhuvawn, or Rhuawn, has appeared in a 
former Triad*, where he is called the son of Dewrarth Wledig, 
and not of Gwyddno.] 

LXXix. The three Froward Ones of the Isle of Britain ; Eidd- 
ilig the Dwarf; and Trystan, the son of Tallwch : and Gweir- 
werydd the Great : and there was nothing that could divert them 
from their purposes. 

[Triad lxxxviii of the first series records only the names, 
without the illustration, thus — Eiddilig Gor, and Gwair Gwryd 
Vawr, and Trystan. This Triad is not in the second series.— 
The name of Eiddilig Gor has appeared before, in Triad liv ; and 
more will be made known of him in a succeeding Triad, as one 
of the three magicians of Britain. Some acccount of Trystan also 
has been already given in a former Triad f. Gweirwerydd, here 
mentioned, was the son of the celebrated Cynvelyn, or Cuno- 
belinus.] 

INSTITUTIONAL TRIADS*. 

1. The three first Institutional Bards of Britain were Plenydd, 
Alawn, and Gwron §. 

2. The three reasons, why the Bards are entitled " Bards ac- 
cording to the rights and institutes of the Bards of the Isle of 
Britain :" — first, because Bardism originated in Britain ; second- 
ly, because pure Bardism was never well understood in any other 
country ; thirdly, because pure Bardism can never be maintained 
but by means of the Institutes and Conventional Voice of the 
Bards of the Isle of Britain. For these reasons Bards, of what- 

* Vol. l,p.204. 

t No. 18, p. 241. 

% These Triads ate copied, with a few occasional variations of diction, from 
the small collection at the end of Mr. Edward Williams's " Lyric and Pastoral 
Poems," published in 1794. Mr. Williams gives the originals also, but does 
not state upon what authority : it may be presumed, however, that he would 
not have ventured to make them public, without being convinced of their ge- 
nuineness, as memorials of the singular system of Bardism, or, as it is more 
generally called, Druidism, which anciently prevailed in this island. It 
should be mentioned, that the leading maxims only of the Bardic Institution 
are supposed to be comprised in these Triads. — Ed. 

^ These three persons are recorded also in the Historical Triads, as the 
" three primary Bards of the Isle of Britain." See Cambro-Briton, No. 16, 
p. 145.— Ed. 
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ever country they may be, are entitled " Bards according to the 
rights and institutes of the Bards of the Isle of Britain." 

3. The three memorials of the Bards of the Isle of Britain : 
memorial of song, memorial of Bardic Voice Conventional, and 
the memorial of established usage. 

4. The three sorts of Bards of the Isle of Britain : Primitive 
Bards, instituted before Christianity, — and, since Christianity, the 
Bards of Beli, and the Bards Dissentient. 

5. The three Orders of Primitive Bards : the Presiding Bard, 
or Primitive Bard positive, according to the rights, voice, and 
usage of the Bardic Conventions, whose office it is to superintend 
and regulate ; the Ovate, according to poetical genius, exertion, 
and contingency, whose function it is to act from the impulse of 
poetical inspiration ; and the Druid, according to the reason, na- 
ture, and necessity of things, whose office it is to instruct. 

6. The three primary privileges of the Bards of the Isle of 
Britain : — maintenance wherever they go, — that no naked weapon 
be borne in their presence,— and that their testimony be pre- 
ferred to that of all others. 

7. The three ultimate objects of Bardism : — to reform morals 
and customs, — to secure peace, — and to praise every thing good 
and excellent. 

8. The three things forbidden to a Bard : — immorality, satire, 
and the bearing of arms *. 

9. The three modes of instruction used by the Bards of the 
Isle of Britain : the instruction of voice, song, and usage, by 
means of convention. 

10. The three delights of the Bards of the Isle of Britain : the 
prosperity of science, the reformation of manners, and the tri- 
umph of peace over devastation and pillage. 

11. The three splendid honours of the Bards of the Isle of Bri- 
tain : the triumph of learning over ignorance, — the triumph of 
reason over irrationality, — and the triumph of peace over depre- 
dation and plunder. 

12. The three attributes of the Bards of the Isle of Britain : to 
make truth manifest and to diffuse the knowlege of it,— to per- 
petuate the praise of all that is good and excellent, — and to pre- 
vail with peace over disorder and violence. 

13. The three necessary, but reluctant, duties, of the Bards of 

* The word* in the original are "dwyn anfawl, dwyn anfoes, a dwyn 
arfau."— Ed. 
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the Isle of Britain : secresy for the sake of peace and the public 
good, — invective lamentation demanded by justice, — and the un- 
sheathing of the sword against the lawless and the depredatory. 

14. Three things that cannot be controverted : the usage, song, 
and voice of the Bardic convention. 

15. Three things, that the Bards ought most to maintain : the 
Welsh language *, primitive Bardism, and the remembrance of 
all, that is good and excellent. 

16. Three things, without which no one can be a Bard : a po- 
etical genius,— a knowlege of the Bardic mysteries, — and good 
manners. 

17. The three prohibitory ordinances of the bard : — to avoid 
sloth as being a man of exertion ; to avoid contention as being a 
man of peace ; and to avoid folly as being a man of discretion. 

18. Three nations, that corrupted what they retained of British 
Basdism, by mixing with it heterogeneous principles, and whereby 
they lost it : the Irish, the Cymry of Armorica, and the Ger- 
mans f. 

TRIADS OF WISDOM*. 

141. The three priorities of the understanding: affection, prin- 
ciple, and object. 

142. The three priorities of power : intention, exertion, and 
order. 

143. The three priorities of knowlege: sensation, understand- 
ing, and will. 

144. The three priorities of derived existence : substance, qua- 
lity, and motion. 

145. The three priorities of being, which are the three neces-. 
sities of Deity : that is to say, strength, knowlege, and love ; 
and from the union of the three are being and existence. 

146. The three necessities of the being of God: essence, life, 
and motion ; and from these are all substance, life, and motion, 
derived by inchoation ; that is, from God and his essences are 
all things. 

• Mr. Edw. Williams here uses the expression " Cimbric language," which 
may, originally, have been the proper translation of Cymraeg ; the modem ac- 
ceptation of the word, however, is as above given— En. 

t The original names are « Gwyddelod, Cymiy Llydaw, and Ellmyn." 
Gwyddelod is applicable to the Scotch at well as the Irish— Ed. 

1 Areh. of Wales, vol. iii, p. 314. 
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147. The three necessities of life : activity, consciousness, and 
motion. 

148. Three things that ought to be rightly understood in every 
art : divisions, subdivisions, and indivisibilities ; and without 
understanding and knowing them rightly there can be neither 
learning nor arrangement as to any art whatever. 

149. From three things shall prosperity and blessing be ob- 
tained : the respect of a lord proprietor, the respect of a wor- 
shipper or priest of faith, and the respect of a bard regularly ini- 
tiated. 

150. From three things shall the blessing of God be obtained: 
the blessing of father and mother, the blessing of the sick and in- 
firm, and the blessing of a necessitous stranger. 

151. The three universalities of knowlege, and there can be 
no true knowledge where they are not possessed : peace, truth, 
and order ; and these three produce equity ; and thence sciences 
instead of impostures. 

152. The three foundations of wisdom : youth to leam, me- 
mory to preserve what is learned, and understanding to practise 
rightly the sciences that have been learned, and the arranging of 
them for the benefit and honour of such as shall know them *. 

h i — — i— — — — 

THE WISDOM OF CATWG. 



THE BARDIC DISCOURSE OF CATWGf. 

Do good once, thou wilt do it the second time from shame, 
and the third time from good will, and the fourth time from love; 
and after there come love for it, thou wilt ever do it ; for there 
can be no end to habitual love : there is nothing that will not pe- 
rish excepting love. 

Whoever acquires a good word once will wish to preserve 
and maintain it ; if he gets it the second time, he will rejoice on 

» To this collection of the "Triads of Wisdom" is subjoined the following 
notice :— 

" Thus end so many of the Triads of Wisdom as J obtained from the book of 
Thomas Lewis of Llechau." n Thomas ab Ivan, of Tre Bryn, 1680." 

The Archaiology contains three other copies of Triads under the same title, 
as well as several collections under different denominations, some of which 
are of considerable antiquity. It is intended to make selections from 
these. — Ed. 

t Arch, of Wales, vol. iii. p. 90. 



